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AH, SUMMER ... 

Atime for baseball games, walks in 
the park, and blistering heat waves. A 
time when it's really much too hot to 
be outdoors. A time to be inside read- 
ing comics in air-conditioned splendor. 

Of course, the funnest part of the 
summer (aside from going to the 
beach and watching hospital refuse 
wash up on shore), is attending a 
comics convention. Oh, for the happy 
days of childhood, frantically digging 
through back issue bins, trying to 
find that one elusive issue of DEVIL 
DINOSAUR, straining to catch a 


glimpse of your favorite bermuda 
shorts-wearing writer or artist. 

But not everyone is - fortunate 
enough to have a convention take 
Place nearby. For those of you who 
have thus far been deprived of this, 
quasi-cultural phenomenon, we will 
give you a little bit of background on 
the con experience. Well, a comics 
convention is a place full of whimsy 
and magic, where all your wildest 
dreams can come true (and even a 
few of your tamer ones). It is a place 
where fans can go to meet the pros, 
buy comics and memorabilia, and 

“swap recipes. It is a place where 
people from all walks of life can come 
and rejoice in the glory that is comics. 
It is all a comics fan can wish for... 
a four-color paradise. A super hero 
shangri-lia. A virtual comic-opia of 
flight and fancy. 

Now what say we clue you in as to 
some of the big cons you might want 
to go to this year (i.e., the ones we'll 
be at). Conventions are generally 
held in a major city, so if you don't live 
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near one, you might want to consider 
moving. First up we have the hi- 
octane Origins Convention in Atlanta, 
GA, featuring the hyper-talented 
Todd McFarlane, Jim Salicrup, and 
Bob Budiansky on June 29—July 1. 
For information, call (404) 457-2490. 
The high-and-mighty Chicago 
Comicon (312-743-4493) takes place 
on July 6-8 in (believe itor not) 
Chicago and among the Marvel 
mega-stars in attendance will be Tom 
DeFalco, Erik Larsen, and Howard 
Mackie. Next we have the high- 
falutin’, rootin’, tootin’ Dallas Fantasy 
Fair (214-349-3367) on July 13-15, 
featuring the ultrapersonable Gregory 
Wright, Paul Ryan, and Jim Starlin. 
That same weekend you might want 
to take a gamble on the high-rollin’, 
Las Vegas International All Collectibles 
Show (no phone number available), 
spotlighting three of Marvel's might- 
iest, Stan Lee, Todd McFarlane 
(yes, him again), and Fablan Nicieza. 

Perhaps the biggest con of the 
year is the highway-ridden San Diego 
Comicon (619-491-2089). This multi- 
media extravaganza features a line- 
up of talent not seen since they took 
LOVE BOAT off the air. Here is but a 
sampling: Chris Claremont, John 
Romita, Jr, Harvey Kurtzman, 
Sergio Aragonés, Jim Starlin, Tom 
DeFalco, Carl Potts-—we could go 
on and on, but the names may get 
less impressive after this point. 
August 17-19 brings us the high- 
brow Atlanta Fantasy Fair (404-961- 
2347), starring a host of Marveloids 
who happened to be free that week- 
end: Bobbie Chase, Mike Rockwitz, 
Danny Fingeroth, and the unchal- 
lenged king of comic art, Jack Kirby. 
Finally, all you Brits overseas (as op- 
posed to you Brits underseas) will 
want to check out the high-profile U.K. 
Comic Art Convention in London, 
England, on September 22-23. It's a 
jolly good way to close out the summer, 
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team up with this famous fan-favorite _ 
and its finally 


for a long, long time, 
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eh wot? For more info on the cons we 
didn't list numbers for, keep your eyes 
peeled for their ads on a comics page 
near you. 

Amajor highlight of the big conven- 
tions this summer will be the multi- 
tactical Marvelympics, the penulti- 
mate test of physical fitness. The 
Marvelympics is a chance for you, 
the fans, to compete against the 
sinews and ligaments of your favorite 
Marvel semi-stars. But be warned! 
The Marvelympics consists of such 
events as the Serpent Society Slither, 


the Galactus Planetoid- Snack-oft, 
and the Hobgoblin Pumpkin Bomb 
Relay, 80 it is not to be undertaken by 
the faint of heart. Start training now! If 
all the foregoing has convinced you 
to attend a convention this summer, 
you may want to memorize some of 
the time-honored rules of convention 
etiquette. Such as . . . when you're at 
the Marvel table, don't ask us for 
directions to the DC table. 

'f you're the type of convention- 
goer who doesn't like engaging in any 
form of exercise (you know who you 
are), we've got something e/se you 
can participate in. This summer, we'll 
be conducting the 1990 Marvel 
Zombie Census, our first major attempt 
to determine how many of you Marvel 
Zombies are actually out there. All 
those brave enough to admit to being 
a Marvel Zombie can shuffle over to 
the Marvel table, where they will be 
duly registered and given a sticker 
reading, “| am a Marvel Zombie.” You 


({ 
can display it perfui 
forehead, bookbag, or little sister, so 
everyone will know exactly what you 
are. Results of the Census will be 
announced in the October Bullpen 
Bulletins page. So, come on, you 
MZs, stand up and declare your loy- 
alty to the only comics company that 
gets to know its loyal followers on a 
first-name basis. 

Now you know just about every- 
thing you need to know to make your 
summer as enjoyable as ours is 
certain to be. Look at it this way. Tele- 
vision is in reruns all summer long. 
Marvel not only gives you new material 
all summer, but we also give you al- 
most twice as much of it. And why do 
we do it? Because we care. 

Marvel Comics. Why would you 
ever want to read anything else? 
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